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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To achieve improvement of ink transferring property, i.e. stability 
of recording density and image quality by keeping tension at a sheet peeling 
position of a thermal transfer sheet at an optimum value, by a method wherein a 
tension detection part of the thermal transfer sheet is provided between the 
sheet peeling position and a sheet winding reel and a torque of the sheet 
winding reel is controlled by its detection quantity. 

CONSTITUTION: A thermal transfer sheet 2 is pressurized with a thermal head 
3 and a platen roller 4 in a state where they are piled up, and transfer 
recording is carried out. Thereafter, image receiving paper 1 is conveyed at a 
constant speed with a paper feed roller 8. The thermal transfer sheet 2 is 
peeled off from the image receiving paper 1 at a peeling position 10 of a 
peeling roller 7, and wound in an arrow (a) direction on a winding reel 6 via a 
tension detection part 11. The tension detection part 1 1 generates voltage 
output corresponding to deformed amount of a component generated by a force 
received from a sheet wound on the tension detection part 11. A winding torque 
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of the winding reel 6 is so controlled as to become output voltage 
corresponding to sheet tension optimum for peeling of the sheet, and the sheet 
tension is always kept constant. 
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